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GodView: Distorted?

Bottom Line: How you view God determines both your expectations and
your responses.

GodView ~—

Many of us have a distored GoéW because we think Gaifdimary goal is either for us to be good or for us to be
happy That God\Vew is distorted.While there may be some truth in these statements, if we see those as His_

primary goals, then we walk through life with very unrealistic expectatibimsn, when those expectations atenO

met, out faith is shattered and destroyHus week ourgoal is to help students see that following God is bigger

then our own expectationsAnd God® primary goals for us are not for us to be good and happyStudents can

have a hard time wrapping their minds around this idea. Some of you may have students in your small group who
have faced tragedy and walked away from their faith because Godliﬁdrgfp to their expectation¥ou might not

be able to answer questions like, OWhy did God allow this?O aadkagtCThe important thing is to help students

begin to rethink the way they think about God based on these experiences, and to help them surrender and trust the
God who is bigger than we could ever imagine and is begthnohderstanding.

Ice Breaker
Have you ever had plans go wrong but then in the end it all worked out anyway?

Questions

1.) Agree or disagree, God’s two primary goals for us are to be happy and for us to be good. Why?

2.) How does it make you feel that God’s primary goal is not for you to be good or happy?

3.) If God’s primary goal was for you to be good, what would being good look like?

4.) If God’s primary goal was for you to be happy, what would being happy look like?

5.) Have you ever seen someone walk away from God because that person felt like he or she wasn’t good

enough? Why do think that happened?

6.)Have you ever seen someone walk away from God because something happened in his or her life that made
that person unhappy and they blamed God? Why?

7.) Have you ever prayed for something and not received it? How did that make you feel about God? How did
that make you react towards God?

8.) What do you think God’s goals are for you?

9.) How does having an accurate Godview help you deal with hurt, disappointment, and unmet expectations?

The Next Step

IO/X: This week, challenge your students to find sometime this week and just pray. It might be first thing in the

morning when they wake up, when you’re driving, at lunch, or any time when you have some quiet. But instead of
praying for things that your students want, challenge them to pray that God would reveal himself to them. That the
Godview He wants us to see become more clear as we go throughout our day. Have them pray and spend some time
thinking about what they know about God, just allowing themselves to be in His presence, giving Him a chance to

breakthrough.
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