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NEW FRIEND REQUEST: Respond?
Bottom Line:  The best friends are built on giving, not just get ting

the

NEW FRIEND REQUEST
As we continue to explore the arena of  friendship with our students, this week we will be taking a look at the 
responsibilities that come with friendship. What does a real friend look like? How can I better serve my friends? Are 
my friends really treating me like a friend should?   This week, our goal is to help our students focus on one 
specific thing- our responsibility to be a friend by looking out for the needs of  others. Serving friends 
sometimes can feel awkward, uncomfortable, and even at times intimidating but it is something that has so much 
value! Jesus said, “If  anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of  all.”  This week the 
questions  are very practical. They are designed to help students make a change in the way they serve their friends- 
starting today. 

Ice Breaker
What is the nicest thing a friend has done for you or you have done for a friend?
 

Questions
1.) How would you rate yourself  as a friend on a scale from 1-10? What determined the score you gave 

yourself ?
2.)   What do you think about the statement “to find a great friend, you have to be a great friend”?
3.)  Do you find yourself  thinking “What can I give to my friends?” Or do you usually find yourself  asking, 

“What can I get from my friends?” How might your friendships change if  you started asking the right  
question?

4.)  How does Mark 9:35 apply to your friendships? “If  anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and 
the servant of  all (NIV).”

5.)  How does it make you feel when a friend serves you? 
6.)  The speaker mentioned four ways to become a serving-friend. Let’s spend some time thinking of  ways that 

we can be unselfish in our friendships this week.
•  Get in the habit of  asking questions and listening well to answers- follow up with your 

friends. What is something that you know a friend of  your is going through right now? How can 
you follow up with them to show them that you are listening and that you care?

• Celebrate the successes of  the people closest to you- even when it may be difficult. Who 
do you know that has something to celebrate? How can you show them that you are happy with 
them?

• Don’t talk about your friends behind their backs. When are you most tempted to talk about 
other people? Who do you talk about and with whom? How can you prevent yourself  from talking 
about them this week?

• Do something! What are some specific “act of  kindness” that you could do this week to show 
someone how much they mean to you?

7.) Can you think of  other way that you can be a “serving” friend? What are they?

 The Next Step
IO: This week, as you connect. Spend sometime encouraging your students. Have a bragging session with each 
other. Tell them what kind of  potential you see in them to be good friends and influencers in their friend groups.

X: This week, as you connect. Spend sometime encouraging your students. Have a bragging session with each other. 
Tell them what kind of  potential you see in them to be good friends and influencers in their friend groups.
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